306                   THE   EVOLUTION   OF  CHKISTIANITY.

serenity and repose ; and before they had well sat down he had
begun again, while admitting the necessity of his death, to heap
denunciations of woe on those who should betray him. The
meal finished, after singing a hymn they went out into the
street, and as they wandered along, Jesus knowing the shock
of horror and disappointment with which his disciples would
receive the news that he had been taken, said to them, " All ye
shall be offended in me this night," justifying himself,
however, as usual, by the words of prophesy which he felt
were intended for him, "I will smite the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad "
(Matt, xxvi. 31). But at the same time to recover the
ground which, in spite of their protestations, he knew must be
lost by his admission, he appealed to the Jewish belief that
none could rise from the dead but the elect of God, by adding,
"But after I am raised up I will go before you into Galilee."
And when they had all begun protesting their undying
allegiance and devotion (Peter, as usual, with special ardour),
he turned on him and said, *' Before the cock crows thou shalt
deny me thrice." Arrived at the Garden of Gethsemane, his
suspicions heightened to the preternatural pitch by the move-
ments of Judas, he charged the rest of them to watch and pray,
lest they, too, should enter into temptation to betray or desert
him. In this extreme agitation of mind he completely loses for
moments his self-control, twice falling on his knees, praying
fervently to God that He would take away this cup of bitter-
ness and death from him, and only completely resigning himself
to the Divine Will when he saw the armed multitude with Judas
at their head approaching him from the distance. This tone of
resignation he maintained throughout his trial, claiming for
himself with great dignity and impressiveness, when challenged
by the High Priest, the title of King of the Jews which he
had received from Zechariah; but exhibiting a glimpse of the
burning fanaticism which had now become a settled conviction
of his life, when he quietly but proudly added, "And